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MESSAGE  FROM  MR.  LESTER 
 

With all the rain we have had during the month of May, it felt more like April.  Needless to say, the month of 

May has been rather special, filled with a range of emotions as we head into June. We have successfully 

completed our PARCC and AP testing. I want to personally thank all the teachers and students for putting forth 

a tremendous effort in dealing with schedule changes and being in unfamiliar locations during the testing. The 

key to our success was everyone’s flexibility throughout this tough time of transition. 

 

As we approach the finish of SY 16-17, I am pleased to attend a number of ceremonies and events that signal 

not only the end of yet another tremendous year but also highlights the GREAT accomplishments of OUR 

students.  Athletic senior nights, Band & Chorus concerts, Permanent Art Collection Gallery Walk, and the 

World Language and National Honor Society ceremonies are just a few of the year-end events that hallmark the 

end of another excellent school year. I would be remiss if I did not mention our TV Production crew who 

completed the Ten Day Film Challenge taking 4th Place Overall (out of 198), as well as winner “Best Use of 

Cinematic Technique,” Additionally, they were nominated for three other awards (Best Sound, Best use of Line 

of Dialogue, Best Music). This Sunday June 4th they travel to Philadelphia to compete in NATIONALS at the 

National Constitution Center!  

 

How ‘bout them “CHIEFS”!!!   To learn more about PHS happenings read on… 

 

Strength & Honor  
 

 

PHS HAPPENINGS 
 
 

ATHLETIC SIGNINGS 
 
Congratulations to Chinonye Gabriel who has signed with Monmouth University to play Tennis next fall and to  
Terrell Hagans, who will be playing football with Norwich University.  Best wishes!! 

 
 

PISCATAWAY CHIEFS SPECIAL OLYMPICS 
 
On Saturday, May 6, The Piscataway Chiefs Special Olympics team, led by Coach Buggey and Coach Bean, 
competed at Carteret High School in the Middlesex-Union track and field meet. Combined, the athletes won 59 
gold medals, 28 silver medals and 15 bronze medals. Congratulations to the team and coaches on a terrific 
performance. 
 

 



LIFT (LADIES OF INSPIRATION, FORTITUDE, AND TALENT 

ICT DAY 

 

 
Since 2011, International Girls in ICT Day has been celebrated in 150 countries around the world with more 
than 7,200 events and participation of over 240,000 girls and young women. For the very first time, Ladies of 
Inspiration, Fortitude, and Talent (LIFT) partnered with Ericsson, the globally recognized Communications 
Technology giant, to participate in International Girls in ICT Day, on April 27. 
 
The global initiative encourages girls to study Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) and 
inspires more young ladies to pursue a rewarding career in Information and Communications Technology 
(ICT).  
 
The LIFT ladies created and developed the framework for their own mobile app and used codes to program 
computer games! The LIFT ladies are just getting started!  #GirlsInICT. 
 

 
LOCKER POSITIVES 
 

 
 



 
The LIFT (Ladies of Inspiration, Fortitude, and Talent) ladies took on an initiative to spread kindness and 
positivity to our school community.  They decided on "Locker Positives" to encourage all high school students 
to stay positive and to spread kindness.  All of the young women spent their most recent LIFT session writing 
positive messages on post-it notes which were then hung on various lockers throughout Piscataway High 
School.  The notes included such messages as: A smile looks good on you! Someone cares about you! and 
Inspire someone today!  The ladies then arrived early to school to post the notes on lockers throughout all of 
the wings of the school so that when the students arrived they would be met with encouraging words. 
 
 
 
WOMEN’S VOICES ASSEMBLY 
 
 

 
 
 
On May 18th, LIFT (Ladies of Inspiration, Fortitude, and Talent) mentoring program attended a Women's 
Voices assembly. The presenters included Callie Hutton, USA Today bestselling author of The Elusive Wife 
and author of 24 other romance novels; Lisa Intrabartola, Media Relations Specialist for Rutgers University's 
Office of News and Media Relations and Freelance Writer and Editor for Inside Jersey; and  Gina Sampaio, 
Blogger of Sister Serendip and Performer with the Meta Social Justice Theatre Company. The 
women provided the young ladies with advice on expressing their thoughts and opinions through writing; taking 
professional risks; never saying "no" to opportunities; and using personal experiences to find inspiration and 
overcome hurdles. The takeaway they all stressed was to "Read. Read. Read. Write. Write. Write." 
 
 

PTSO 
 
On Tuesday, May 2, the PTSO held a light breakfast/lunch for the staff in recognition of Teacher Appreciation 
Week.  We thank the PTSO for all their support and we sincerely appreciate their efforts on behalf of the 
students of Piscataway High School. 
 

 

 

 



THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN CULTURE CLUB (AACC) 

 

 

 
On May 3, the African-American Culture Club (AACC) held a cultural and educational field trip to the National 
Museum of African-American History and Culture in Washington, D.C. The programs and displays/vignettes at 
the museum are specifically designed to help ignite critical thinking skills and creativity, self-pride and inspire 
life-long learning for diverse audiences. Students of diverse backgrounds from 9th - 12th grade were in 
attendance and they were completely awestruck!  The museum's commitment to inspiring a more tolerant and 
inclusive society is quite apparent and we would encourage everyone to take this trip.  It's truly a cultural and 
educational experience. 
 

NATIONAL COLLEGE SIGNING DAY 
 

 



 

 
 

 
Piscataway High School Class of 2017 celebrated National College Signing Day on Friday, May 5, with an 
assembly during homeroom that included an introduction by Mr. Bizzell, student-led stand up activity to 
acknowledge the college they were committing to, and a college/PHS trivia game that awarded two lucky 
students, Michael Williams and Orly Tsamezeu Daaze, a free prom bid!  Students were also given pennants 
where they wrote their names and the school which they are attending in the fall.  Approximately 21 students 
on the college signing day committee organized the event with the support of the counseling department.  After 
the assembly, the committee had created a photo back drop in the Commons with the theme of “Oh the Places 
You’ll Go” and all of the pennants were hung in the glass windows in the Commons.   
 
Best wishes to all! 
 
 

FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE 

Exam Schedule 
 

June 13 

Tuesday 
Periods 1 and 2 

Half Day for 

Students 

June 14 

Wednesday 
Periods 3 and 4 

Half Day for 

Students 

June 15 

Thursday 
Periods 5 and 6 

Half Day for 

Students 

June 16 

Friday 
Periods 7 and After-School Classes or Make-up Exams 

Half Day for 

Students 

June 19 

Monday 
Final Exam for Makeups and other Conflicts 

Half Day for 

Students 

June 20 

Tuesday 

Makeup Exam Day 

Graduation Practice – Patton Gym at 7:45 am 

Half Day for 

Students 

 
 

FILM CHALLENGES 
Ten Day Film Challenge 
At the recent Ten Day Film Challenge, 198 films entered from New Jersey.  The Piscataway short film "Among 
Us" was directed by Evian Rivera (senior) and Chayne Cooper (sophomore) and had a production team of 12 
other students in grades 9-12.  Below are the results: 
 

 4th Place Overall (out of 198) 
 Winner "Best Use of Cinematic Technique" 



 Nominated for three other awards (Best Sound, Best Use of Line of Dialogue, Best Music) 

The top 4 NJ films (which includes us) move to nationals, which will be held on Sunday June 4 in Philadelphia 
at the National Constitution Center.  Tickets are $9 and go on sale Saturday May 27 at 3pm at 
www.tendayfilm.org.  **We would love to have you join us to support the students that worked hard to get to 
this level of achievement!** 
 
Link to Ten Day website which lists winners and links to the movies: 
http://www.tendayfilm.org/2017-nj-awards.html 
 
Five Day Film Challenge 
At the NJ High School Five Day Film Challenge, the Piscataway short film, "One Chance" which was directed 
by Emily Harding, was a finalist (one of the top 30 films entered) and got screened at the awards ceremony on 
May 25. 
 
Link to the movie: 
https://youtu.be/ccA0FNBry-Q 
 
Congratulations to all!  Not only did these students demonstrate advanced technical skills and creativity, but 
they showed mastery in important soft skills such as time management, teamwork and collaboration, conflict 
resolution, communication, leadership, self-confidence, self-motivation, problem solving, and grit. They 
exemplify the type of students we aim to cultivate in Piscataway Schools! 
 
 
 

ROCKET PROJECT FLYS HIGH 
 
 

 
 
 
Mr. Mazur’s Digital Electronics’ class launched over 40 rockets as part of their monthly electronic project. The 
students applied their new found knowledge to build a rocket which would travel up to 1,000 feet into the air 

and return safely after deploying its parachute. All the students calculated trajectory and used their skills to 

create an electronic launch pad which could fire up to 6 rockets at a time. Many of our students who were 

returning from gym class were able to witness the launch and return of these rockets on the Green Acres 

fields. 

http://www.tendayfilm.org/
http://www.tendayfilm.org/2017-nj-awards.html
https://youtu.be/ccA0FNBry-Q


 

PHS POETRY CONTEST 
 

I woke?                                                                                                                                                                         

Stared at this unusual being who was looking at me through the mirror.                                                                   

I blinked it blinked, I moved it followed.                                                                                                                    

I ask myself am I really a human being,                                                                                                                     

Am I restricted in this field of relativity.                                                                                                                     

I am not this body, I refuse to be.                                                                                                                                 

I am no body in the essence of somebody.                                                            

This organism is a tool in which I use to express my consciousness.                                                                         

The day my physical body took form and burst out of the cocoon,                                                                            

Is the day my soul knew death,                                                                                                                                    

Being in this physical universe is a choice I made.    

My mind body and soul, the holy trinity,                                                                                                                    

Are the tools I use to paint and vomit my master piece.                                                                                             

I am not my body and mind but I am my soul,                                                                                                           

I am not my tools but I am the master piece.                                                                                                              

I use what is not in order to know what is,                                                                                                                  

what is me?                                                                                                                                                                  

I was born out of love and magnificent light,                                                                                                              

ready to know and experience myself through creativity.                                                                                           

to remember the whole,                                                                                                                                                

the whole of me,                                                                                                                                                           

the whole of life,                                                                                                                                                           

life is me physicalized,                                                                                                                                                  

there is the physical me and there is the profound me.                                                                                                  

I am the sadness and the happiness,                                                                                                                               

I am the pace and the madness,                                                                                                                                     

I am the murderer and the healer but, who do I choose to be,                                                                                       

who am I? 

   By Ruth Ovuike, 1st Place 

This year Mrs. Memoli and Mr. Longo teamed up to host our first Poetry Contest to celebrate National Poetry Month. 
There were close to 100 entries which yielded many terrific poems. This year the winners selected are:  
 
1st place winner: Ruth Ovuike who received a $50 gift card for Barnes and Noble 
2nd place: Marissa Griffin who received a $25 gift card for Barnes and Noble 
Honorable Mention: Chloe Magboo and Damon Pleasant who received $25 gift cards for Barnes and Noble 
Student Recognition: Edward Sylvestre who received a Certificate of Merit 
 

Congratulations to all of our winners! 



PHS TALENT SHOW 
 

 
 

  
 

 



 
Friday April 28th was the 10th annual Piscataway High School Talent Show.  By all reports, the show was a hit!  
Over 500 people joined us in the PAC to help the students of Piscataway High School celebrate their talent. 
Acts included dancing, singing, rapping, piano and much more. Over 50 students took to the stage to perform 
for family and friends.  SGA would like to thanks all those that helped to make the night a huge success. 
 
 
 

 

TEACHER OF THE YEAR 
CONGRATULATIONS to Anne Ippolito for being named our 2016-17 Teacher of the Year!  Mrs. Ippolito is a 
dedicated science teacher who is admired and respected by her peers, students, and administrators.  This is 
well deserved honor. 
 

 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
June 1: Film Festival 6 pm PAC 
June 1: Senior Varsity Sports Banquet 6:30 pm, Pines Manor, Edison NJ 
June 3: Superchief Band Banquet 6:00 pm, Commons 
June 7: Senior Awards Night 6 pm, PAC 
June 9: Senior Prom 6:30 pm, Grand Marquis, Old Bridge NJ 
June 13: Final Exams Begin 
June 13: Spring Sports Night 6:30 pm, PAC 
June 20: Graduation Practice 7:45 am, Patton Gym 
June 20: Graduation 6 pm, Rutgers Athletic Center (RAC) Piscataway NJ 
June 20: Project Graduation 10:00 pm College Ave. Gym, New Brunswick NJ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


